
 

PROTOCOL BETWEEN  

THE GENERAL ADMINISTRATION of QUALITY SUPERVISION, INSPECTION 

AND QUARANTINE OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA  

AND 

THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK OF  

THE REPUBLIC OF COSTA RICA  

ON QUARANTINE AND VETERINARY SANITARY CONDITIONS OF FROZEN 

BEEF TO BE EXPORTED FROM COSTA RICA TO  

THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA  

 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock of the Republic of Costa Rica (MAG, 

hereinafter referred to as Costa Rican side) and the General Administration of 

Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine of the People’s Republic of China 

(AQSIQ, hereinafter referred to as Chinese side), through friendly negotiations, 

have reached the following agreements regarding quarantine and veterinary 

sanitary conditions for frozen beef to be exported from Costa Rica to China. 

 

Article I 

Costa Rican side shall be responsible for the inspection and quarantine of the 

frozen beef to be exported to China and the issuing of the veterinary health 

certificate. 

 

Article II 

Costa Rican side shall provide Chinese side with the following documents: laws 

and regulations governing the slaughtering and processing hygiene control the 

beef exported to China, as well as inspection and quarantine programs, methods of 

analysis, administrative process and related standards.  

Pursuant to the requirements of the Chinese side, Costa Rican side shall provide 

the preventive and control system for animal disease listed in Articles III and IV, 

and shall submit a timely animal disease bulletin confirmed by OIE. Costa Rican 

side shall provide Chinese side with the National laws and regulations of residues 



 

monitoring, periodically provide annul residues monitoring, contaminants and 

pathogens agent monitoring plans for the following year, as well as annual residue 

monitoring report for the current year.  

Costa Rican side shall establish a long-term (3 years) period for monitoring  whole 

forbidden and restricted veterinary medicines and metabolite. Within this period, it 

shall implement the control of forbidden and restricted veterinary medicines and 

metabolite surveillance. It shall define the important surveillance programs in the 

residue monitoring plan of each year. 

Costa Rican residue monitoring plan should include the plans and records of 

employee training in the utilization and administration of veterinary  medicines as 

well as in inspection techniques. 

When necessary, Chinese side shall dispatch experts conducting on-the-spot visits 

and evaluate for the above systems and administration, Costa Rican side shall 

provide necessary assistance and convenience.  

 

 

Article III 

Costa Rican side officially confirms the following contents: 

1. In Costa Rica there is no presence of the following animal diseases: 

Rinderpest, Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy, Foot-and-Mouth Disease, 

Contagious Bovine Pleuropneumonia, Lumpy Skin Disease, Rift Valley Fever, 

Small Ruminants Pest, Scrapie, Heart water.  

2. OIE has confirmed that in Costa Rica there is no risk of Foot-and-Mouth 

Disease, Rinderspest and the risk of Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy is 

controllable. 

3. According to the OIE bulletin, confirmed clinical cases of Vesicular Stomatitis 

were found in Costa Rica every year from 2005-2010. Costa Rica shall 

periodically provide Chinese side with updates of the said disease, including 

specific locations of occurrence, scope of epidemic as well as details of 

administered medication and control. 



 

4. Costa Rican side shall establish an effective system to prevent Bovine 

Spongiform Encephalopathy and Scrapie. 

5. Costa Rica prohibits feeding ruminants with ruminant meat and bone meal and 

there is an effective surveillance system in place to ensure effective 

enforcement of such prohibition. 

6. Costa Rica has established an effective tracing system, ensure that the 

slaughtered bovines can be traced back to the farms where they were born and 

raised. 

 

Article IV 

The beef to be exported to China must be from bovines which meet the following 

requirements: 

1. Born, raised and slaughtered in Costa Rica. 

2. From farms that have been free from Tuberculosis, Paratuberculosis and 

Brucellosis. 

3. From farms free from quarantine restrictions due to the outbreak of Anthrax, 

also, no bovines have been vaccinated against anthrax during 42 days prior to 

slaughter. 

4. From farms free from quarantine restrictions due to outbreaks animal disease in 

according with OIE code and Costa Rican animal health laws in the last 12 

months  

 

Article V 

The slaughtering and processing establishments exporting beef to the People’s 

Republic of China should meet the requirement on veterinary health and public 

heath of Chinese and Costa Rican laws and regulations. 

Registration is handled according to the Regulations for Administration of 

Registration of Foreign Food Establishments Intended to be imported into the 

People’s Republic of China by Certification and Accreditation Administration of the 

People’s Republic of China (CNCA). Chinese side shall publish the list of 

authorized establishments as well as the corresponding products to be exported to 



 

China in its official website, officially notify to Costa Rican side. Beef from 

manufacturing establishments that have not got the registration must not be 

imported into the People’s Republic of China. 

 

Article VI 

Costa Rican Official Veterinarian shall perform the following functions: 

1. ante and post mortem inspection to the bovines from which the exporting beef 

originated in compliance with the relevant laws and regulations of China and 

Costa Rica. 

2. Certify the slaughtered bovines are healthy, no clinical signs of infectious 

diseases, no lesion on the carcass and viscera,  complies with the requirements 

of origins of the bovines in the Protocol. 

3. Certify that the main lymph and the gland tissues in the carcasses have been 

removed.  

4. Certify that all carcasses of bovines, after slaughtering and before cutting apart,  

have been chilled and matured at 0-4℃ at least 24 hours. The PH value in the 

centre of loin fillet of all carcasses shall be no more than 5.9 after maturing and 

before deboning. 

5. Certify that the residues levels of veterinary medicine, pesticides, heavy metals 

and other toxic and harmful substance in the beef does not exceed the 

maximum limit stipulated by China and Costa Rica, nor does it contains 

medicines prohibited by China and Costa Rica.  

6. Certify that the beef is not contaminated by pathogenic agent and complies with 

the laws and regulations of China and Costa Rica. 

7. Certify that the beef is not subjected to electromagnetic radiation. 

8. Certify that the beef is hygienic, safe and fit for human consumption. 

 

Article VII 

The bovine, from which beef is exported to China, shall not be slaughtered along 

with bovine in breach of Article IV of this Protocol. The beef exported to China shall 

not be processed along with beef in breach of Article IV and Article VI of this 



 

Protocol. In cold store house, a specific area shall be available exclusive for the 

storage of  beef exported to China. 

 

Article VIII 

The beef to be exported to China must be packed with completely new material in 

compliance with international hygiene standards. The package should indicate in 

Chinese, Spanish and English the name and the label of the Costa Rican 

Administrative Authority,  product name, description of product characteristics, 

place of origin, production date, shelf life, refrigeration temperature and 

establishment registration number, and should be indicated “the People’s Republic 

of China” as destination country. Interior package should indicate place of origin,  

product name, establishment registration number and batch number.   

 

Article IX 

For beef to be exported to China, the entire export process, including processing, 

packaging, storage, transportation, should meet hygiene requirements and the 

relevant regulations of China and Costa Rica, and be protected against 

contamination from harmful and poisonous materials. During transportation, the 

cold chain should be maintained and the package should not be opened or 

changed. The core temperature for the frozen beef should not be higher than  

-18 ℃. The process of container loading and seal should be under the supervision 

of the Costa Rican Official Veterinarian, furthermore, the seal number should be 

indicated on the health certificate.  

 

Article X 

Each container of beef should be accompanied by an original health certificate 

confirming that the products meet Costa Rican laws and regulations on  

veterinarian and public health, and relevant requirements of this Protocol. In order 

to facilitate the import inspection by Chinese side, Costa Rican side shall timely 

inform the Chinese side the electronic information of the issued health certificates   

through Official channels. 



 

The health certificates should be worded in Chinese, Spanish and English, with the 

following details: place of dispatch, place of destination, countries (areas) of transit, 

consignee and consignor, slaughter and processing date, inspection and 

quarantine date, seal and mark, name of registered establishment, registration 

number, container seal number etc.  

Format and contents of the health certificates will be previously agreed by both 

sides.  

Before exporting beef to China, Costa Rican side shall provide the Chinese side 

with sample of quarantine stamps, samples of health certificates and authorized 

veterinarian signatures, the inspected marks, safety labels etc. for registration.  If 

there is any modification and changes of the above, Costa Rican side shall notify 

the Chinese side at least one month before the changes take effect. 

 

Article XI 

If  there is any occurrence of  infectious and contagious disease(s) listed in Article 

III, or other notified diseases listed in OIE , which may have effect on the beef 

products, Costa Rican side shall stop exportation beef to China immediately, and 

provide Chinese side with  details information about the occurrence, control and 

medication of the epidemic diseases. If there is any occurrence of infectious and 

contagious diseases or  contamination event listed in the Article IV in the region 

exporting beef to China , Costa Rican side shall notify Chinese side immediately,  

and stop exportation of beef to China from the corresponding area .  

When the diseases is complete eliminated or contamination event is over, if Costa 

Rican side wish resume exports to China,  Costa Rican side should provide the 

Chinese side with a detailed report, both sides may negotiate and get agreement in 

advance. The beef originated from bovines that infected with diseases and were 

produced during the period of infectious and contagious diseases shall not be 

exported to China. 

 

Article XII 

Upon the agreement of both sides, this protocol can be amended at all times. 



 

 

Article XIII 

This protocol shall enter into force on the date of signing. Either sides may 

terminate this Protocol by giving the other side 6 months prior written notice.  

 

This protocol signed in _______ on  _______2011, worded in three (3) languages: 

Chinese, Spanish and English, all three languages being equally authentic. In case 

of divergency of  interpretation, the English version shall govern. 

 

 

 

 

               For                                                                                      For 

The General Administration of Quality,                            The Ministry of Agriculture                                  

Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine                               and Livestock of the 

of the People’s Republic of China                    Republic of Costa Rica 

 


